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On June 12, 2021, at around 11:00 pm, there was a huge fire mishap
reported at the Rohingya Settlement at Kanchan Kunj. The settlement,
situated primarily on the land of the UP Irrigation Department was already
under huge pressure from the administration for eviction. For the past
couple of months, immense pressure was being built by the UP
Administration to remove the settlement. Officials visiting the area and
threatening these refugees with dire consequences had become a regular
routine there. 

Under these circumstances, a fire started at one of the vacant houses and
soon engulfed the entire settlement. Miles2Smile Foundation was one
among the various NGOs and Good Samaritan groups that reached the
place while fire tenders were still trying to extinguish the fire. We
immediately moved these people to a safer location and arranged for
drinking water and first aid. For the night, we managed plastic sheets so that
they can rest with their family. From the next morning, we started mobilizing
relief materials from our resource centres in North East Delhi. 
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We collected used and new clothes from a number of NGOs and individuals
and segregated them as per different age and gender groups. By the next
morning, we were able to provide clothes to almost all the families. The next
big task was to ensure a roof over every head and with the help of the SDM ,
tents were placed at an adjacent area. Soon, we were able to provide fans,
folding beds, bed sheets, utensils, dry ration and other essential household
items to all. The fire caused distress to a lot of innocent individuals, their
happiness seemed lost but by the grace of the almighty, we were able to
restore those precious smiles.
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